On behalf of the Society for Molecular Biology and Evolution (SMBE), we extend our deepest condolences and heartfelt sympathy to all who suffered from the great East Japan earthquake and tsunami and the subsequent disaster associated with the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant. We express our sincere hopes for a full and rapid recovery.
On behalf of the Society for Molecular Biology and Evolution (SMBE), we extend our deepest condolences and heartfelt sympathy to all who suffered from the great East Japan earthquake and tsunami and the subsequent disaster associated with the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant. We express our sincere hopes for a full and rapid recovery.
It is also our hope that Japan, faced with this terrible disaster of unprecedented scale, will rise to the challenge of developing a scientifically sound response that could benefit nations across the globe. As an international organization promoting research in the biological sciences, the SMBE proposes that the government of Japan encourage and facilitate the study of the short-and long-term effects of radiation on organisms in order to provide scientifically accurate information on this matter to Japanese people and the people of the world.
In particular, we regard the longitudinal and temporal sampling of organisms as critical and urgent and hope that in contrast to the case of the Chernobyl disaster, radiation effect studies on organisms can be initiated swiftly. In the case of Chernobyl, it took up to 10 years to initiate such studies and this delay has brought much confusion among people in the country and the world. Monitoring of model organisms such as Drosophila melanogaster, Arabidopsis thaliana, and Rhabditid nematodes would yield especially valuable insights within a short timescale relevant to you and the leaders around the world.
We also suggest that to maximize confidence in any such scientific endeavor, all data should be publicly accessible. We offer our expertise to help in this endeavor, for example, by convening an international panel of scientists to develop scientific protocols for the studies.
